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Exploring Humanities: Informal Assignment # 6.
Creativity is a feature that has been developing in individuals across the generations. In the field of visual art, this virtue is illustrated by the improvements in the quality of music, literature, paintings, and dance. Visual analysis is fundamental in artwork as it helps one to recognize and understand the visual choices the artist made in creating the art material. The process of evaluating artwork involves keen observation of the writing about the distinct parts of the art object. In analyzing the visual art, we have to consider visual qualities such as the color, line, texture and more importantly, the historical interpretation of the artwork. This study emphasizes on the modernism era and the enlightenment vision in all art activities. Modernism era was a period of the great revolution in the artworks; it was dominant in the 19th and 20th centuries. The pictures made by the artists were revolving around essential aspects of human life. Enlightenment vision was common during the 17th and 18th centuries when artists established philosophical movements centered on rationalism, liberty and tolerance. In this paper, I will analyze pictures and a TED video as part of visual arts and then apply the Stephen Hicks description of modernism era and enlightenment vision to identify the common traits in the pictures and the video hence expand our knowledge on the visual arts.

Stephen Hicks’ Video.
Hicks in the video “modernism” argues that the modernism era was marked by significant features cutting across the artists. In terms of metaphysics, modernism artists drew pictures based on reality or naturalism. Epistemologically, the virtue of reasoning worked out in collaboration with experience. Interestingly, the human state of mind was at Tabula, therefore, a person could learn mostly from the environment. There was freedom when regarding decision making, as well individualism among the artists, this promoted abundant capitalism in the economic sectors in many parts of the world. Enlightenment artists viewed human nature as universal and could be developed equally in all cultures. According to Hicks (2010), enlightenment developed has crucial feature like scientific evolutions and technological advancements depending on the artist’s confidence and power of reason. The clip is clear that; Hicks portrays a high level of skills in the video presentation.
TED Talk.
In my study to understand the eras in the artwork, I watched a video “How the Worst Moments in Life Make Us Who We Are” by Andrew Solomon. Realism is the main feature in Solomon’s video in which he described his bitter high school experiences. The clip also shows a high level of creativity that helped Solomon to move from sexual surrogacy therapy to a world of understanding the meaning of life. This attribute of getting the best out the worst shows high levels of modernity. The clip has attention-grabbing sounds can be heard well. Interestingly, the artist appears experienced in storytelling because he knows how to apply advanced skills like tonal variation and showing the right facial expressions when need be.  


Picture 1 Figure 12-8, Page 310-311.
The picture is taken from the movie “Django Unchained” in which violence is dominant. The setting of the film is based on violence, and Jamie Foxx is on horseback. Jamie postures a look that implies sadness and ready to fight back his enemies. The picture can be traced in the modernism era due to its realism of exposing the reality as it is happening in the film and in the real world.
Picture 2 Figure 12-9, Page 310-311.
The picture is taken from the film “Saving Private Ryan” in which Steven Spielberg’s presents American soldiers in battlefield during World War II. The picture in rough and the background is a severe combat zone. The image is unclear and appears to fade. However, it shows high reasoning and some advancement in art technology of taking a film out of a harsh battlefield. It infers that the artists were making a reasonable effort to capture a real battlefield and all its incidences.
Picture 3 Figure 13-3, Page 334-336
The origin of this picture is “Crime Scene Investigation”. Elizabeth Shoe and Ted Danson are the presented characters who seem to be in the middle of a conversation. The independence of man is guaranteeing him freedom of expression in speech as depicted in the picture. Artists have understood the power of using models explaining concepts hence indicating creativity and innovativeness.

Picture 4 Figure 13-5, Page 337-339.
The picture is clear and is taken from “The Sopranos” showing two characters, Pauline walnuts and Tony Soprano sharing a table as they exchange ideas. It is all about social life. The picture indicates the joy and happiness of the characters. Considering the quality of the picture, technological advancements have led to new cameras to make the image very clear.  “The wire” also has filmed a clear picture (Lee & Martin, 338). The artists are getting enlightened by adopting quality skills for managing their work.
Picture 5 Figure 16-2, Page 402-403.
 Philosophers have developed a cognitive ability to analyze situations in all the fields of art. The artists can present any ideas, no matter its complexity. As portrayed in the poem “On the Late Massacre in Piedmont”, the era is marked with religious aspects in which man holds his faith in Supernatural beings. There is individualism among the people since everybody is concerned with matters that affect him directly.
Picture 6 Figure 14-5, Page 357-360.
There is a lot of professionalism in the artwork “Freedom from Want” by Norman Rockwell. The picture is more emphasized on family life in which there are overwhelming laughter and joy. Modernity is portrayed in the picture following its clarity and also the realism. Nobody can doubt that Norman had done intensive research and training to present this painting in such an impressive manner.


Conclusion.
In summation, the artworks described above have been developing over time as the artists are focused on discovering new skills and experiences of presenting their work. All the artworks discussed above indicate innovativeness and modification of techniques hence coming up with a clear picture. As well, the images and the videos are very realistic because all of them are based on the daily activities in human life like war, family affairs and other social settings. All these pictures and videos lie in the modern era.
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